Wynton Marsalis says: “I wanted to bring the joy of music to people and
their kids and make it as painless as possible.”

Marsalis tunes kids in to music

MARSALIS, from Page 1E

Gershwin and Ellington,

And “Marsalis on Music” is a
P nti.nm could
appreciation primer that
]mtasuseﬁllandabeabmgform
musical novices as for the series’ main
target audience of young people be-
tween the ages of 9 and 15.

“I wanted*to bring the joy of music
topeopleandtharkndsandmakeltas
painless as possible,” Marsalis said.

He also took inspiration from the
late conductor and composer Leonard
Bernstein, whose famous CBS series of
“Young People’s Concerts” set the
standard for televised musical educa-
tion some 30 years ago.

“I believe the reason it took so
toresume this effort has a lot todo
thedeclnmgedummlvaluesdom
society,” said Peter Gelb, executive
producer of the “Marsalis on Music”
project. “But also, it has to do with the
fact that following Leonard Bernstein
'sm ”

Mmﬁs.nhasﬂmtspeual
knack.

He was raised in a musically at-
tuned New Orleans family. His father is

jazz performer
on “The Tonight Show."
Though mostly recognized for his

tor consumed with a missionary-like
passion,” Gelb said. “Wynton (is) like a
Pied Piper on tour, always finding time
for instant master classes for young
gle'usamm wherever he happened to

It's that passim for music that
comes across in “Marsalis on Music,”
which explores the basics of music
tlnmghamnquechabguebetwemme

host’s jazz band famed
TanglewoodMuscCenterOrchestm
a gifted student ensemble led by mae-
stro Seiji Ozawa.

But Marsalis’ down-to-earth man-
nensalsoanessennaltmhmgtoolm
this offbeat “classroom,” whether he's
dri)blmgabcsketballtoillustntethe

nature of musical rhythm or comparing

the use of drums in jazz to the engine of
a train.

In the series premiere, “Why Toes |

Tap,” Marsahs explores rhythm by
comparing two renditions of “The Nut-
cracker”: Tchaikovsky's original and
Duke Ellington's mesmerizing )azz ar-
rangement, It's a fascinating, relaxed

laboratory on how composers evoke
varying emotions and create distinc-

tive sounds.

“Our challenge in today’s children’s
television environment of ac-
tion and overstimulating visuals,”
said, “was to entemn without com-

It’s all of the project’s hoped-
forafterhfepaur\tdwwmmdhmu




